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August 4, 2014 

 

To whom it may concern:   

 

On Monday, July 14, at a regular meeting of Nanaimo’s City Council, a notice of motion was put 

forward which read as follows: 

 

CITY OF NANAIMO 
  
NOTICE OF MOTION 
  
WHEREAS the City of Nanaimo entered into a contract for services with Vancouver 
Island Conference Centre Management Company (“VICC Operator”) to operate the 
Vancouver Island Conference Centre (“VICC”) on behalf of the City of Nanaimo and that 
neither City Staff nor Council have authority over the day-to-day operations of VICC by 
the VICC Operator;   
  
WHEREAS the VICC Operator entered into one or more contracts with the Nanaimo 
Daily News and Coast Capital Credit Union (“Event Sponsors”) for purposes of 
simulcasting the Leadercast conference on May 9, 2014 (“Leadercast Event”);   
  
WHEREAS Councillor Pattje advised City Staff that he would be bringing forward a 
motion on May 5, 2014 to cancel the Leadercast Event (“Leadercast Motion”); 
  
WHEREAS there are conflicting statements at Council meetings on May 5, 2014, June 
16, 2014 and July 3, 2014 about communications regarding the Leadercast Event 
among City Staff, the Event Sponsors, the VICC Operator and some members of 
Council prior to May 5, 2014 and afterwards; 
  
WHEREAS the City Manager and Manager of Legislative Services are responsible for 
providing advice to Council regarding compliance with applicable federal and provincial 
laws, City bylaws, and City policies, and on May 5, 2014 City Staff added the Leadercast 
Motion as a late item under Other Business as 11(a);  
  
AND WHEREAS the Mayor has made public statements that Council will report openly 
and transparently on the events leading up to the cancellation of the Leadercast Event 
and that a similar vote will never happen again;   
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
  
Option #1:  
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1.      Council strike a task force to conduct an investigation of the events leading up to 
the cancellation of the Leadercast on or before May 5, 2014 and report back to Council 
before August 31, 2014;  
  
2.      City Staff be directed to cooperate fully with the investigation by providing all 
relevant records; and 
  
3.      City Staff be directed to seek the cooperation of the VICC Operator and Event 
Sponsors in order to make a full accounting of the facts and where necessary seek 
consents to waive confidentiality arrangements. 
  
  
  
Option #2: 
  
1.      Council appoint an independent investigator to conduct an investigation of the 
events leading up to the cancellation of the Leadercast on or before May 5, 2014 and 
report back to Council before August 31, 2014;  
  
2.      City Staff be directed to cooperate fully with the investigation by providing all 
relevant records on a confidential basis and support to the independent investigator;  
  
3.      City Staff be directed to seek the cooperation of the VICC Operator and Event 
Sponsors in order to make a full accounting of the facts and where necessary seek 
consents to waive confidentiality arrangements. 
  
4.      The independent investigator must demonstrate that he or she has no prior 
business dealings with the City of Nanaimo, City Staff, the VICC Operator, Council or the 
Event Sponsors; and 
  
5.      Any requests made by the independent investigator to City of Nanaimo under the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (BC) and Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Bylaw be given top priority. 
  
  
Recommended options for an independent investigator: 
  
o   Honourable Brian Peckford, former Premier of the Province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador; 
  
o   Mr. Mike Patterson, former Council member, the City of Cranbrook, from 1979 to 
1999, the last nine years as Mayor; or 
  
o   Mr. Jonathan Baker, Legal Counsel of Baker and Baker, and former Alderman, the 
City of Vancouver, serving from 1986 – 1992. 
  
  
Recommended options for a task force: 
  
o   Councillors Johnstone, Bestwick and McKay; and 
  



 Exclude any City Staff that may be in a conflict of interest – City Manager, Manager 
of Legislative Services and General Manager Corporate Services. 

 
City of Nanaimo Council Meetings have long been both broadcast live via Shaw Cable and are 

available on line through the City’s web site. 

 

One can see this segment of the Meeting by going to: 

 

http://www.nanaimo.ca/meetings/VideoPlayer/Index/C140714V   

 

and skipping to the Notice of Motion Item at 11:25pm.  

 

In watching this brief segment you will find that this public record has been redacted removing 

the reading of the Notice of Motion, apparently as a result of a Monday, July 21, 2014, 

announcement in the Mayor’s Report and a subsequent in-camera Council meeting: given to a 

recorded Council meeting of that date:  The Mayor’s Report can be seen at:   

 

http://www.nanaimo.ca/meetings/VideoPlayer/Index/SOC140721V 

 

and skipping to Item 6, the Mayor’s Report. 

 

I find that such redaction of a public record is reprehensible and ask for the definition of a public 

record, whether a public body has the right to redact public records in this fashion, and, if so, 

how are public records to be viewed? 

 

My original recourse in this matter was to the Office of the Ombudsperson using their online 

form:  This is a copy of my complaint: 

 

Online Complaint Form 

Confirmation of Receipt of Ombudsperson - 
Online Complaint Form:  

Date/Time: 
 

Salutation: Mr. 

First Name: Ronald 

Last Name: Bolin 

Email: rlbolin@telus.net 

http://www.nanaimo.ca/meetings/VideoPlayer/Index/C140714V
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Current Address: 
3165 King Richard Drive  
Nanaimo, BC 
V9T 4A1  

Current Phone: 250-758-3973 

Work Phone #:  
 

Fax #: 
 

Best time to 
contact you:  

10am mornings 

Please enter any 
contact 
restrictions:  

None 

How did you hear 
about our office? 

On Line 

1. Which authority 
(ministry, 
municipality, 
school, college, or 
hospital, etc.) is 
your question or 
complaint about?  

City of Nanaimo 

2. Who have you 
dealt with at the 
authority?  

This issue lies outside the scope of the City to determine. 

3. Summarize your 
request for 
information or 
your complaint. 
List any steps you 
have taken to try 
to resolve it:  

Does video documentation of Council meetings constitute a public record. If 
so does the City have the authority to redact that record? And if so, what 
limits are set upon that redaction? 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5tw_vU9_kP8&feature=youtu.be 
 
This is the redaction of which I speak. It shows the discussion leading to the 
redaction and finally the redaction. Is the original video a public record? Can 
the City Mayor, or Council, or Staff redact that record at its will? 

4. Did you file an 
appeal or apply 
for a review? If 
yes, when was the 
last appeal or 
review and what 
was the result? 

I have not as they have already taken action to perform the redaction.  

5. Why do you 
believe the 
actions taken 
against you were 
unfair? 

If public records can be redacted with impunity what can Citizens believe? 

6. Describe the I would like a ruling on the definition of what constitutes a public record, with 



result or outcome 
that you seek.  

emphasis on the kind of public record which is created by a publicly 
produced video of a public meeting. 

7. If you consider 
the matter urgent, 
explain why.  

This definition should be in the public record. Council has continued 
unabated in its use of Community Charter Section 90(1) to hide public 
discussions. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The following is a copy of the response received from the Office of the Ombudsperson: (See 

below) 

 



 
 

 

You will note that they have directed my request to your Office.  Upon phoning your Office last 

Friday I was told that I would need a response to my request from the City of Nanaimo. 

 

 

 



This is a copy of the response received and my request. 

 

Good Afternoon, Mr. Bolin. 

Your question has been forwarded to me for reply.   
 
As you have noted, a portion of the City’s video of the open meeting on July 14, 2014 has been 
removed.  This has occurred as a result of legal advice provided to the City that this was properly 
an “In-Camera” item and should not be on public view.   
 
Regards, 
Terry Hartley 
Director, Human Resources & Organizational Planning 
City of Nanaimo 
(250) 755-4427  
 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Ron Bolin <rlbolin@telus.net> 
Date: August 1, 2014 at 12:01:57 PM PDT 
To: Chris Jackson <Chris.Jackson@nanaimo.ca> 
Cc: Ted Swabey <Ted.Swabey@nanaimo.ca>, Mayor&Council <Mayor&Council@nanaimo.ca> 
Subject: Redaction of the video of "Notice of Motion", July 14, 2014 

Mr. Jackson: 
  
I would appreciate receiving the reasons for the redaction of the public video record of the 
Notice of Motion put forward by Councillor McKay at the July 14 meeting of Council.   
  
Thanks for your prompt consideration. 
  
Ron Bolin 

 

With this email message I request your advice on the act of redacting public records, the use 

and abuse of Section 90(1) in the Community Charter and who is being protected in such cases. 

 

Thanking you for your prompt attention and looking forward to your response, I remain, 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

Ron Bolin 

3165 King Richard Drive 

Nanaimo, BC   V9T 4A1 

 

rlbolin@telus.net 
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